
NATIONAL ASL STANDARDS
OVERVIEW

© 2011 Glenna Ashton, Keith Cagle, Kim Brown Kurz, Bill Newell, Rico Peterson, Jason E. Zinza

Introduction

Committee Members:   Glenna Ashton (chair), Keith Cagle, Kim 
Brown Kurz, Bill Newell, Rico Peterson, Jason E. Zinza
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History
The Jacobowitz Era: 1995-1998

NAD ASL Specialist and Teaching Standards with Jay Innes

K-12 ASL Curriculum Committee established under Dr. Rachel 
Stone for L1 and Dr. Lauren Sims for L2

L2 Committee: Glenna Ashton, Betsy Burks, Kerry Carter, 
Kristi Winter, Laurene E. Gallimore

Published general outline on Gallaudet’s website
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History
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History
2007, Glenna Ashton, ASLTA President, urged Board and 
ASLTA to continue the standards work

Board approved

Contacted authors of all major ASL curricula

Collaboration agreement with NCIEC (National Consortium for 
Interpreter Education Centers) provided funding
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History
2007 - current, national ASL standards committee developed 
draft

2010, reviewers from the ASL education field, L1, L2 
specialists, curricula authors, asked to review document

2011, review completed

2011, sent draft to ACTFL for review
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History
June 2011, ACTFL requests minor modifications

Mid-fall 2011, national ASL standards included in next edition 
of Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century
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National ASL Standards
Why follow ACTFL’s standards?

How do the national ASL standards affect me and my teaching?

What are the 5 C’s? 
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National ASL Standards
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National ASL Standards
Interpersonal, interpretive, 
presentational

1.1
1.2
1.3
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National ASL Standards

Practices, 
products, & 
perspectives

2.1
2.2
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National ASL Standards

Interdisciplinary & 
accessing unique 
viewpoints

3.1
3.2
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National ASL Standards

Comparing L1 & 
L2 languages and 
cultures

4.1
4.2
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National ASL Standards

Using ASL 
beyond the 
classroom & 
life-long 
learning

5.1
5.2
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National ASL Standards
Why follow ACTFL’s standards?

How do the national ASL standards affect me and my teaching?

What are the 5 C’s? 

Are the national ASL standards a curriculum?
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National ASL Standards
Sample Progress Indicator, Postsecondary 1.1

Students communicate about the impact audism and linguicism have 
on the Deaf community. Examples: Interviewing Deaf individuals about 
their experiences with audism and linguicism; comparing definitions of 
audism; analyzing the impact linguicism has on Deaf and non-Deaf 
perspectives. 
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National ASL Standards
Sample Progress Indicator, Grade 12 1.2

Students discuss the main plot, subplot, characters, physical 
descriptions, and meaning in authentic literary materials. Examples: 
Viewing ASL films; watching plays and performances; interpreting 
sarcasm in Deaf comic strips. 
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National ASL Standards
Sample Progress Indicator, Postsecondary 3.2

Students understand the distinctive viewpoints of protecting, 
cherishing, and taking pride in ASL is a distinctive feature of Deaf 
culture. Examples: Viewing George Veditz’s 19th-century speeches on 
the preservation of sign language; analyzing the role ASL and iconic 
metaphors of hands and eyes play in Deaf art; exploring how Deaf 
individuals express this viewpoint in ASL literature, personal vlogs, and 
other materials. 
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National ASL Standards
Reviewers
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Where Do We Go From Here?
Release the ASL national standards

Encourage all ASL teachers to become familiar with them

Thank you to all the reviewers

Discussion / Questions

Future workshops will focus on how to apply the standards in the 
classroom

Publication & release
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Contact
For questions or comments, please contact:

Glenna Ashton, chair: glennaraa@gmail.com
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